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through and can win a few games from now out, everyvthing will

round inte proper shape.

As a matter of fact, looking at the situation from an unbiased
standpoint, and in a spirit of fairness, by what right can the local
outfit he criticized? Here is a team that has been well up in the
fight all season, and is now within one and one-half games of the |

top, in spite of injuries received irom time to time. Ii Richmond |
I ately in

nas an inferior team, what must be said of the team immedi

front, and, agzain, what can he said of those teams that are tratling? |
) o= e

While there are paints at which the Griffmen might be strength-

ened, the team as a whole has done remarkably good work in the

face of many obstacles. Instead of being out of the race, it is very

much in the fight, and the Goobers will have to go at a much faster
pace to occupy their position of vantage when the wire is reached.
We

hold no brief {or the deiense of the Colts, nor are we loth to

za when eriticism s merited, but we cannot see the justice of
team Just because it happens to lose two or three ball
1es. Many ¢ heen lost on the lacal lot hecause of the
hall-hearted support the fans have given. Let anyvthing go wrong
and the home crowd will switeh with lightning rapidity to the oppo-
' Such treatment is not caleulated to imbue the men with that
nghung spirit which i1s so essential to victory,

"

ames h

ga

c of Johnny Verbout to the Boston Red Sox is well earned
ruddy-faced pitcher. He has done good work for Partsmouth

better work. in fact, than he has done since he came
into the Virginia l.eague as 2 member of the Richmond team. Duke
Farrell has been watching John for several weeks, and it was known
that be had formed a favorable opinion of his ability. The deal was
actually closed Sawurday, when Farrell was in Roanoke. He offered
Larvin §730 for Verbout, and the offer was accepted, with the as-
-umption that he is to report at the end of the season. If Verbout
nuch improvement next season as he has shown this, he
d make the champions a valuable picce of material.
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Joe Boehling, “Our Joe." is due to pitch against Chicago in Wash-
ington to-day.  Since establishing his string of eleven victories Joa
hasdropped two in a row, He has been successiul against the White

S0x on previous occasions, and Clark Grifith believes that he will |
win. Joe Engle lost vesterday, being hit hard, and it is up to Boehl- |
ing to even the series, .

— s |
Frank Chance, in speaking of ioehling, comes forth with the
inion that the youngster cannot last more than two seasons, be-
cause he pitches too many curve balls. It is true that a curve hall
pitcher, as a usual thing, has a shorter baseball life than those whao
mix ‘em up. It ois a hard strain on the muscles of the arm 1o con.
tinually bend the ball. But what the P, L. has failed to take inte con.
sideration is that Joe has a fast ball with a terrific zip to it, and has
iust recently periected a slow ball that will fool many a batter. The
one reason why Joe has failed to use his fast ball until now. unless
forced to dn it, is, strange as it may seem, that he hasn't as good
control of his fast one as he has of his curve. I
: |

Clark Griffith by no means holds the opinion offered by Chance. |
He helieves that his southpaw will be a star for many years to come,
and in this opimion we join. pe;

loe is made of the proper stuff. He is |
fast learning how to husband his strength, and he has that old con-
fidence stutf.  Ile believes in himself
line of endeavor.

» @ mighty valuable asset in any |

Notwithstanding the spurt made by the
present Eastern trip, critics in the East fe
American League, as well as in the Nationa
they are sure that the world's championship will be fought out on
Eastern ground. The Phillies are maintaining an even eait, but are |
unable to make any appreciable gains on the Giants. The one and
enly hope Dooin can possibly entertain is that the Giants will wallow
in the throes of an awful slump, while his men keep on winning, |
Somehow or other the Giants refuse to slump.  Man for man, Mec- |
Ciraw hasn't a better team on paper than Dooin, but team for team,
the (iiants are winning more games than the Phillies, and winning
the most games usually leads to a pennant in any league,

Naplanders during the
el that the race in the,

l, is over. At any rate, |

Already they are figuring what pitchers will face each other in |
ihe opening game of the championship series. The practically unani-
inons verdict s that Chief Bender will be found firing against
Christy Mathewson. The big Indian is having a mighty good year,
in marked contrast to his fall down last season, while Matty, despite
s more than a decade of service, will probably eclipse any record |
e as made in big league company. '
against ecach other should be reward e
on thie anxious bench throughout the pl

To watch these two pitted |
nough for the fans who

=it
aying period, |

'resident Chivington's instructions to his umpires to call any man
aut who slides into first base may not he upheld by the rules; indeed.
there is no rule giving this power to the umpire. Still, :
of the American Association has simply take
lomging to the head of any organization of making certain arbitrary
rules to fit conditions.  While the Westerner may be open to con-
siderable criticism, his ruling has this merit—it lessens the danger to
the playing running and to the player taking care of first hase,
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Another writer has pointed out that slidin
or evade the baseman taking a throw.
the time element is the only thing to be considered at first place,
sliding can gain nothing. The runner going to first does not have
to be tagged, as is the case whenever the play is at any other base,
excepting on a force play. Therefore sliding, says Chivington,
merely adds somewhat of the spectacular to the play, makes the play
appear close when it isn’t, thereby getting the umpires in dutch,
and endangers the limbs of the players. Regardless of anything the
rules say, there is something of merit ig Mr. Chivington's stand, and
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